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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">It must be borne in mind always that the growing<BR>opposition to the King's conduct was directed not<BR>against this or that particular action, but against<BR>an arbitrary monarchy that steadily refused to<BR>acknowledge Parliamentary control. The actual<BR>administration of the country under Charles when<BR>Parliament was not sitting, whatever may have been<BR>the justification for some of his measures, was indefen- <BR>sibly bad. But had it been very much better than it was,<BR>the objection in principle would still have been valid.<BR>The King, however, made no effort to lend his<BR>autocracy any colour of good sense or justice. His<BR>enactments all along the line could not have been<BR>more exactly calculated to incite responsible opinion<BR>against him. And in this wanton abuse of his office<BR>he was abetted not only by Buckingham but by a<BR>powerful faction of obedient Court divines, Roger<BR>Mainwaring, rector of St. GilesVin-the-Fields, in<BR>London, asserted from the pulpit that. those who<BR>questioned the royal prerogative to levy taxes would<BR>undoubtedly be damned, while Robert Sibthorp, of<BR>St. Sepulchre's, in Northampton, preached in more<BR>general terms that the King might not only make<BR>laws, but that in all matters he was at liberty to do<BR>whatever he pleased. The insufficiency of Parlia- <BR>ments became almost an article of salvation in the<BR>Christian churches. George Abbott, the venerable<BR>Archbishop of Canterbury, shocked at this cynical<BR>suborning of his faith, refused to licence Sibthorp's</FONT><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font1 style=\" line-height:13.9pt;\">It must be borne in mind always that the growing<BR>opposition to the King's conduct was directed not<BR>against this or that particular action, but against<BR>an arbitrary monarchy that steadily refused to<BR>acknowledge Parliamentary control. The actual<BR>administration of the country under Charles when<BR>Parliament was not sitting, whatever may have been<BR>the justification for some of his measures, was indefen- <BR>sibly bad. But had it been very much better than it was,<BR>the objection in principle would still have been valid.<BR>The King, however, made no effort to lend his<BR>autocracy any colour of good sense or justice. His<BR>enactments all along the line could not have been<BR>more exactly calculated to incite responsible opinion<BR>against him. And in this wanton abuse of his office<BR>he was abetted not only by Buckingham but by a<BR>powerful faction of obedient Court divines, Roger<BR>Mainwaring, rector of St. GilesVin-the-Fields, in<BR>London, asserted from the pulpit that. those who<BR>questioned the royal prerogative to levy taxes would<BR>undoubtedly be damned, while Robert Sibthorp, of<BR>St. Sepulchre's, in Northampton, preached in more<BR>general terms that the King might not only make<BR>laws, but that in all matters he was at liberty to do<BR>whatever he pleased. The insufficiency of Parlia- <BR>ments became almost an article of salvation in the<BR>Christian churches. George Abbott, the venerable<BR>Archbishop of Canterbury, shocked at this cynical<BR>suborning of his faith, refused to licence Sibthorp's</SPAN><BR>\
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